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PRESS STATEMENT FROM THE ACTING PREMIER (MR. J.D. CORCORAN) 
SEAT BELTS. 29/7/71. 
Drivers and passengers of vehicles that are currently required by 
law to have seat belts fitted are to be required to wear them, the 
Acting Premier, Mr. Corcoran, announced today. 
The measure providing for this is being drafted and is expected to 
be in force by October 1st. 
Mr. Corcoran said the Government had decided to take this step after 
careful study of the evidence for and against the use of safety belts* 
"We believe it has been clearly established that the wearing of 
seat belts not only saves lives but reduces the severity of injuries 
which occur even at low speeds. 
"This has been re-inforced by early figures from Victoria where a 
similar measure was introduced late last year." 
The new measure will only apply to those vehicles at present 
required by law to be fitt.ed with seat belts. Cars first 
registered in South Australia since 1967 have been required to be 
fitted with sieat belts for the driver and front seat passenger. 
Since 1st Jan., 1971, the fitting of seat belts for all seating 
positions has been required by law. 
Mr. Corcoran said there would be some exemptions, including: 
Children under 8 years. 
. Drivers reversing. 
People who are required to drive from door to door in their 
employment, such as milkmen and bakers, providing their speed 
does not exceed 15 m.p.h. 
People who carry a medical certificate saying that the wearing 
of seat belts is medically unwise, for example through pregnancy 
or after certain types of surgery. 
Mr. Corcoran stressed that exemptions on medical grounds would be 
confined strictly to those with medical certificates. 
Mr. Corcoran added that in cases where vehicles were not required 
by.law ,to have belts fitted the driver and passengers would not be 
compelled to wear belts. Despite this the Government considers it 
was very much in their interests to do so and the Government 
sponsored safety campaigns through the Road Safety Council would 
continue to stress this. 
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